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SUBJECT: Chemical Recovery, Elvria. Ohio. Lorain County__________________

Mark Schmidt and I Inspected this site September 16, 1980. The facility
reclaims solvents via distillation. Incoming waste products included
paint sludge, HEK, toluene, and methylene chloride. There were problems
with this facility even when it was Obitts Chemical. Housekeeping is very
poor and they stored drums on the bank of Black River. According to
Ernest Bartha, Health Corunissioner, Chemical Recovery was found dumping
flammable materials (flash point 68°F) into the river and leachate from
the river bank was also a problem. An oil boom has been placed at Chemical
Recovery storm sewer discharge to the Black River.

The city of Elyria took Chemical Recovery to court June 10, 1980. A settle-
ment was reached whereby Chemical Recovery agreed to close down and move
out within twelve months.

In response to the agreement, Chemical Recovery has reduced their inventory
from 9,000 drums to about 3,000. No more incoming shipments are being
accepted. Some of the drums were sent to Chemical Recovery's facility in
Romulus, Michigan. At least 450 drums were illegally disposed of in the
Elyria City Demolition Landfill.
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